Studio in a School
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1/ INTRODUCTIOI

ART IS COMMUNICATION IN A NEW LANGUAGE.

In art, line, shape, color, texture, and dark and light take the place
letters in the alphabet. Just as letters combine to form words an
sentences, the art elements are combined to express feelings and ide
an art image.

IN THE PRO@G&S OF MAKING ARCHILDREN DELOP
SKILS AND UNDERBANDING THA EXTEND INTO AlL

AREAS OF EARNING

Because there is no one correct answer in art, children learn to seek th
own solutions to problems. Art offers both instructors and students
different way to experience success in school.

ART MAKS TEACHING AD LEARNING MORE EXMABLE.

As an instructor, you have a key role in setting the tone for creati
explorations in art. A positive art experience needs both structure a
spontaneity.

© The Studio in a School Association, 2003
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BY CREATING ROOM FOR ART, YOU CAN:

#  See the abilities of the children you work with in new ways

#  Transform and enliven your site with drawings, paintings, and
sculptures they have created.

#  Discover new ideas for approaching other thematic areas

IN ART EXPLORATION, THE CHILDREN YOU WORK WITH V

#  Discover new ways of expressing their thoughts and ideas

#  Improve perceptual, motor, and problem-solving skills

# Have the capacity to recognize and respect the individuality and
creativity of others

CREATNG ROOM FOR ART

A HANDBOOKDESIGNEDTO GIVE YOU IDEAS
FORINTRODUCINART INTO YOURSCHOOIOR YOUTHCENTER

SOMETHINGROMNOTHING Finding and using "collectibles”

PaiNT, GLUE & PAPER The use and storage of basic art materials
MaKING ART TOGETHERWays to build art into your day

ART ACTIVITYCENTER

DsPLAYIDEAS

APPLICATIONArIt and other thematic areas
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3 ISOMETHINGoWOTHING

BUTTONS: BEADS
Make great collages,
necklaces, or just the
right touch to liven

up a puppet.

A good place to begin the proc @
of making art is to gather fre @

materials. Enlist the help of ti .-

children to search for coIIectibI

that may be found at home. H Q
are some suggestions for wha

look for and how to use yol

found materials.

~ HowToOMAKE A PEN ~

How about a group walk to

gather twigs? With a bottle

of ink and a piece of paper,
you are all set to draw.

AND PRINTS

1. Cut away edges of tray. 3 Use a sponge or paint brush td. Cover your painted plate with
2. Draw an image into the tray spread out tempera paint onto  paper and rub the back

B)énm%fgﬁ'ng lines Wlth. 2 the printing plaj. i gently with your hand.

5. Lift up paper and you have a




PAPIER

MACHESCULPTURES

1. Begin by making a skeleton
out of coat hanger Wir%,/,_-_—_:
cardboard, and/or -ﬁ:—~_.._-_-¢__.
newspaper and MaskiRg—=

newspaper and tape

3. PAPIERMACHEMIX

Ingredients: wheat paste, water

1.) Put some water in a bowl

2.) sprinkle in wheat paste and
mix to creamy consistency,
like cream of whear

* Papier maché doesn't keep
well. Mix up just enough for
that day.

* Have long strips of newspaper
ready for dipping.

4. Dip newspaper into
maché mix and cover @

5. After sculpture is

QOTHEPINS: COFFEEEANS JARS® SPOOLEFTHREAD CORD PLASTIBAGS™ WAXPAPER
CARDBOARBOXES™ EGG CARTONS TOOTHPICKS MILK & JUICE CONTAINERS NEWSPAPER



5 | PAINT, GLUE & PAPEF

CLEAN UR !
1

4 can sharel
¥ a set-up
like this.

TOSTORE
ARTWORK
FOSTERS
PAPERS

bucketsof
water can be :
used to collect,
and wash :

IN PLACE brushes, cans,
OFA SINK @dsponges |

You will need 2 pieces of :
cardboard, hole punch ang
string :

1
Punch holes in three S|dea
of each cardboard and tle
them together with string. |T

glue to paper, fabric, card

(RGANIZEAND
LABEL MATERIALS

sticks, or fingers to apply

50/50 mixture of glue

" makes a great sealdr fgr
clay sculptures. Apply to d

sculptures before painting.
3. Try using glue and
mixture for tissue paper
4. If brushes are used for



MAKING ART TOGETHEER

When you plan an environment for art activities, take into account y:
own needs in terms of the way you work. These might include the way
organize your room, how you build art into your other plans for the da
and your individual style of working with children.

One way you might begin creating room for art is by experimenting v
rearranging the furniture. Create an arrangement that allows children
share art materials. For instance, if you are working in a classroom, 1
pushing four or five desks together for a large working surface.



y

Another grouping you might find useful is a long row of desks

This facilitates distribution of materials. Cover desks witl
newspaper to protect them. You can also clip newspaper to a \
or blackboard or spread it on the floor for extra working surfaces

Children can with arrangement, distribution and collection c
supplies, and clean-up. Student monitors can be a great hel,
Some items to keep on hand to make clean-up easy are garbe
cans or bags, broom and dustpan, paper towels, soap, spong
and scouring pads, newspaper and buckets.

Try varying the atmosphere to make working on art a special p:
of the day: gather children close around you for a demonstratio
share art posters and pictures in from books and magazines, at
invite children to share a story about their artwork with everyont



ART ACTMTY CENTER

It's not unusual for spaces meant for young people to have special pl:
for children to work on individualized projects or small group activitie
Creating a special center for art activities is easy and can provide a pl
for independent exploration and ongoing projects related to your progr:

IT's EASYTOSETUR t WO to three desks in a corner of your room are
the only furniture and space necessary.

IT's EAsyTOMAINTAIN Children share or take turns cleaning up after a
work period.

IR PROVIDESPACEFORNEWRESOURCEBOOKS, magazines, and reproductions

put in a box become an art library
IT's IDEALFORONGOIN®ROJECTEC hildren can create a village, a mural, or a three-
dimensional art work and return week to week to continue the activit



9 | DISPLAY IDE

Part of the art-making process is sharing what you

with everyone. Children who see their own work di

sense that it has value and that they have accon
something worthwhile. This feeling of pride can ex
appreciating and respecting the work of other children ana
can promote a tone of acceptance and the recogr™*-- -*
shared experience.

By displaying art in your room, children can learn to €

and think critically about what they have created. |

displayed in corridors, on bulletin boards, and in showcases, the
whole site, as well as parents and other community members, can
share and admire the results.

With pushpins, fishing line, masking tape, clothespins, cord, a
construction paper, and by using available (and sometimes unust
places, you can transform your room into a space where children's
accomplishments are always on view.



APPLICATIONS 10

You can plan art activities that integrate other themes or areas of learning, such as m
science, social studies, and language arts. Take some time to consider how art might fit
and enhance your program. Often, a child's hands-on and visual involvement with a t
through art will provide the extra ingredient that can enhance understanding.

Below are some general suggestions and descriptions of art activities that can be linked up
different topics.

MASKS & PUPPE@&e great allies in the teachingraéuaceRrTs Often,

children feel freer to express themselves when speaking through a puppet or from behi
mask. Your project might be designed arosndimsTubiestheme. After studying the
artifacts and customs of another culture, masks or puppets could be created in that style.

BASIC MASKScan be made witlonsTRucTIOrPERShapes folded
sown the middle, with cray-pas and collage adornment.

BROWN PAPER GROCERWBAGS make great wearable

masks. Faces can be painted or drawn with cray-pas or crayons. Collage
can be added for special details, such as hair, arms, ears, and hats.

More involved masks can be made rstrEpMACHESee page 4) over railroad
board, cardboard, or balloons, and painted with tempera paints. Us
COLLECTIBLE§see page 3-4) to enhance character.

BASICRUPPETSre easily made using milk or juice cartons and construction paper (see page -

Try makingTICKPUPPET®Ut Of OAKTAG Or CARDBOARILC Ut out puppet-figure
shape and decorate with collaged paper and fabric, cray-pas or markers, a
glue to a Popsicle stick. For movable arms and legs, cut shapes separately, f
holes, and join together with sandwich bag ties.



11  APPLICATION:

COLLAG ES & CONSTRUCT'@N&lde a hands-on link to

math. Children will learn to name and identify shapes by actually making them out of cut p.
Drawing shapes will teach children how to use tools, such as a ruler, compass, and protre
Creating visually oriented activities related to math can make abstract concepts more acce

to children. Symmetry, balance, addition, or subtraction can be explored through lessor
cardboard constructions or paper collage.

A GROUP MURAla. wonderful way to celebrate and display learning in any

thematic area. Included here are some suggestions for materials to use and ways of orgat
group input.

MATERIALSTO WORKON white cotton sheets (brought from home), muslin, large

cardboard (from a refrigerator box - paint white first),
brown or white kraft paper (bought in rolls).

AND TOWORKWITH ink and watercolor, crayons and watercolor "resist",

tempera paint, collage using cut or torn paper and fabric,
stamp prints, cold water fabric dyes.



APPLICATIONS 12

METHODS OF ORGANIZATION:

PATCHWORK each child is responsible for his or her own section of the mural.

Completed sections are glued to large cardboard or paper surface.
LONG STRIPS Long strips of paper or fabric are layed out along rows of desks or on the

floor so that each child can reach a section comfortably. Lengths can &
joined when finished.

TEAMWORK  Decide on theme. Discuss ideas for images together and make a list on t

blackboard. Have each child make some small drawings of one of the id
listed. They can choose their favorite one to blow up to mural size. Brea
into teams of five or six to work on different sections of the mural.

METHODS OF DISPLAY:

Fabric can be hung using dowels at top and bottom.

Cardboard can be scored with a mat knofe or joined in panels, then displayed as a standing s



13 APPLICATION:®

DRAW'NG AND PAlNT'NcG nature enhances learningamENCE

There is no better way to learn about the form of an object than through drawing it. Obse
the colors in nature and then conduct a painting project in which color mixing is explored.
about how boftiEnTiIsTRNdARTISTIEqUIre good imagination to do their work well.

HERE ARE THREEBASIC DRAWINGFROMOBSERVATIOMCTIVITIES

1. BIND CONTOURDRAWING
This drawing exercise helps us connect our sense of touch with our sense of sight. Your
and your pencil start at a point closest to you on the object and, very slowly, travel around
outside edge of the object until you get back to the starting point. Never lift your pencil off 1
paper and never take your eyes off the object (which means you don't look at your paper
drawing). This lesson is great for develGpMTENTRATION

2. SMPLIFICATIORDRAWING
Often, when we draw, we get caught up in likeness and detail at the expense of the overall
and gesture of the object. Have your students try drawing an object by looksrgAm+anly
andcurvedines, oBASICGEOMETRIGHAPESSIMplifying in order to find the overall structure.

3. LGHTAND SHADEDRAWINGS
Observe an object in different kinds of light situations. Notice how the shape of the object
shadow changes when the light source changes. Make a series of drawings of an object
its shadow using charcoal, ink, or soft pencil.



